Fairfield University

DigitalCommons@Fairfield
(1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror

Student Newspapers

11-14-2012

Mirror - Vol. 38, No. 10 -November 14, 2012

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror

Recommended Citation
"Mirror - Vol. 38, No. 10 -November 14, 2012" (2012). (1977-2014) The Fairfield Mirror. 853.
https://digitalcommons.fairfield.edu/archives-mirror/853
This item has been accepted for inclusion in DigitalCommons@Fairfield by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Fairfield. It is brought to you by DigitalCommons@Fairfield with permission from the rightsholder(s) and is protected by copyright and/or related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is
permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses, you need to obtain
permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by a Creative Commons license
in the record and/or on the work itself. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@fairfield.edu.

THE BTMIRROR

Week of November 14,2012 • Vol. 38, Iss. 10 •

The Reflection ofFair field

• Independent Student Newspaper of Fairfield University

Marketing strategist imparts wisdom
BY KELSEY GUERIN
VINE EDITOR

"The mind is the ultimate battleground in all marketing wars."
Although this phrase sounds
like it could belong to a summer
blockbuster, it is actually one of
the driving principles behind
businessman Jack Trout's theories of strategy in the cutthroat
marketing industry.
On Thursday evening, the
Fairfield Quick Center stage hosted the world-renowned strategist
as he presented on his experience
in the marketing to an audience
of over 300 students, faculty and
community members.
To open the event, which was
sponsored by the Fairfield Marketing Club, Dean of the Dolan
School of Business Dr. Donald
Gibson briefly introduced Trout.
The author of 12 acclaimed marketing books, Trout helped found
the essential concepts of differentiation and positioning as well as
marketing warfare, which changed
the landscape of the business and
marketing industries.
Promising to take the audience "around the business world
in 45 minutes or less," Trout
stressed the importance of global

marketing in the world today.
"Global marketing drives the
world," he said, "and you've got to
figure out what you're selling and
how to sell it."
Using a combination of humor, statistics and his own experiences working with brands, Trout
gave an overview of the importance of differentiating and positioning. He frequendy referenced
the popular pizza chain Papa
John's, with whom he worked
closely and helped to develop the
famous slogan "Better Ingredients. Better Pizza."
But Trout has also worked on
campaigns much more broad in
scope and far-reaching than Papa
John's. For example, Trout was
brought to Spain as a consultant
for their national tourism board
to help develop the country's
marketing strategy and slogan
"Everything under the sun."
The Obama campaign also
recently consulted Trout, who
contributed ideas such as how to
reach the middle class and market
America overseas. While some of
these ideas ended up in Obama's
speeches and talking points, Trout
was quick to make sure he did not
overstate his involvement in the
campaign. "I was just an outsider

Contributed Photo

Jack Trout, a businessman and marketing success, spoke to Fairfield about his experience in the industry.

saying, 'Here's an idea, you can
use this, and this is how you can
verbalize this,'" he said.

According to Trout, much of
what he does as marketing strategist is playing the role of "cor-

porate gunslinger." He said, "You
have to shoot a few ideas, and
TROUT
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Sandy's threat to power plants overlooked
BY CRYSTAL RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER

Sixteen.
This was the number of nuclear plants in Hurricane Sandy's
projected path. Because of this,
three plants were shut down during the storm while the other 11
were put on alert. While this may
not mean much to the average
person at first, this potential danger had serious implications.
Just last year, Japan's Fukushima Plant lost outside power
due to a tsunami.
After a 15-meter surge of water, the backup diesel generators
and cooling system also failed.
But in light of a very large nuclear catastrophe, it is humbling
to know the east coast came out
of its biggest tropical storm unscathed in regards to nuclear accidents.
Yet some students felt they
were not correctly informed of
this potential danger. Because
most lost power and were concerned with other immediate
storm effects, students failed to
realize how many nuclear plants
were being threatened.

This general lack of aware
ness has to do with what
directly affects people
and their livelihood, according to
DurellSnow'14.
People need to
become more
informed on
issues that
greatly affect
humanity,
and not
just their
personal
situation.
Other
students
agree. The
public
should be
informed about
potential risks, especially when it sur
rounds something as
serious as a nuclear
power plant, according
to Eric Lynch '14.
The nuclear threat did concern the greater population. The
reaches of a nuclear accident are
not confined to a location but can
spread depending on environ-

that all the plants have flood
protection above the predicted storm surge
and took measures to shut
down plants
if power
disruption
became
too
great
for the
facility, according to a

Lisa Tkach/ The Mirror

mental factors, such as wind.
The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) emphasized

Bloomberg
article.
Even
though
diesel generators
backed up the
closed plants, these
generators had failed
in Fukushima a year ago.
Members of the National Academy of Sciences argued that the
NRC was putting too much at
stake if they depended on the
diesel generators.
After Sandy, the NRC and

their efforts during the storm
have come under close scrutiny.
Members of the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) hope
Sandy will serve as a wakeup
call for strengthening protection
from natural disasters and the
reconsideration of using nuclear
power.
In hindsight, the NRC had
plenty of warning about Sandy's
destructive potential. Yet, too
many plants today are vulnerable
to events such as dam failures
that could cause rapid and severe
flooding, according to members
of the UCS.
But just as the NRC is coming
under scrutiny, Fairfield students
are challenging the media. "The
news has become so biased in
what they choose and don't
choose to show," says Snow.
Even with a widespread
threat of nuclear disaster, news
sources focus more on local news.
The nuclear threat is a large issue
but a specific person losing their
home gets more attention, according to Victoria Kan-Long '15.
Snow's frustration with the media's ability to differentiate between
PLANTS! PAGE2
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Jennings
Beach
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Three plants
closed
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
what is or is not important for their
consumers to know has led him to
diversify his news sources. "It's becoming our sole responsibility to do
our own research because the news
has gotten so unreliable," he says.
Kan-Long agrees that people
should hold themselves personally
responsible for excavating what is
important when it comes to news.
But students don't focus on anything
outside of the Fairfield University
gates, continues Kan-Long. So if students don't hear it about it through
word of mouth then they won't know

Contributed byAIy Criscuolo

On Sunday, Nov. 11, the University community and the town of Fairfield were invited to clean the beach.

Lynch agreed, saying, "The disaster at Fukushima alone should
have set a precedent for news coverage around this issue, If the news
corporations had better coverage of
the nuclear danger, people would
have been more aware."
Students suggest that the government should be responsible for
informing the people.
"I hope that the government
reevaluates current and future procedures on how to deal with these
plants, inform people on the potential dangers and carefully outline
what to do in emergency situations,"
says Snow.
NRC inspectors confirmed
that although plants were shut
down, they are now in safe condition.

Trout shares his business strategies with students

Contributed Photo

Fairfield's Marketing Club was delighted to have had the experienced and adept Jack Trout offer his business and marketing insights to students, faculty and community members.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

then you clean up the town. Then
you have to tell the town fathers
to keep up your work because
the same bad people, the same
bad ideas, are going to come back
once I leave."
Trout ended his presentation with about twenty minutes
of question and answer from the
audience.
Senior Peter Lyons was one
audience member who asked
about how recent graduates or
soon-to-be graduates should differentiate themselves in the business world. In response, Trout
said: "You have to figure out what
you like and what you're good
at."

Trout continued, "Go find a
place where you can learn. Don't
ever work with stupid people.
Smart people are where you're
going to learn ... That's the key."
Audience members also included professionals such as Pamela Ciaburri, an account manager for Cox Media Group who
came to hear Trout's marketing
advice. "Sales is one part of my
job, but then I have to develop a
campaign," said Ciaburri. "Getting advice from him will help
the campaign continue and keep
success coming, so it was really
great to talk to him and get that
advice."
Dr. Rajasree Rajamma, an assistant professor of marketing at
Fairfield, was one of the profes-

a.

Go find a place
where you can
learn. Don't ever
work with stupid
people. Smart
people are where
you're going to
learn.
-Jack Trout
sors who worked with the Marketing Club to help organize the
event.
She learned that John Neal,
a visiting assistant professor of

marketing at Fairfield, has been
friends with Trout for over 20
years. "When I floated the idea of
bringing Jack Trout, Mr. Neal contacted him and he agreed," said
Rajamma.
While lectures from Trout
normally cost between $30,000
and $50,000, Trout agreed to visit
Fairfield for the extremely discounted rate of $1,000. "This was
an opportunity that so many people wish they could have but almost never will given Mr. Trout's
schedule and normal ticket
costs," said Marketing Club President Joseph Del Prete '13. "So, to
be able to have him come here to
Fairfield was a real treat."
The event was a great success
for both Marketing Club and the

Dolan School of Business at Fairfield.
"When you read about a concept in a textbook or class, it is
just a concept. But when the student associates it with a person,
suddenly he or she starts realizing the importance of the same,"
said Rajamma.
Del Prete is one such student
who greatly appreciated the experience. "I don't think anyone
including myself understood the
magnitude of how important and
influential this man has been in
the industry until hearing his presentation," Del Prete said. "He's
simply a marketing genius and
has an uncanny ability to simplify some of the most difficult
things."
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Downie projects the future of journalism
BYNICOLETTA RICHARDSON
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Similar to many news organizations, The Mirror underwent
having to switch from just the
print version to developing and
maintaining an online version.
Former Washington Post Executive Editor Leonard Downie addressed this change on a global
scale with Monday night's panel
on The Changing Face of News:
From Print to Online to the Future.
Downie worked at The Washington Post News Room for 44

years, where he was an investigative reporter, deputy metro editor,
editor on the local and national
news staff, a London correspondent, managing editor, executive
editor for 17 years and is currently
Vice President at large. He also is
the father of Associate Professor of
Politics and Director of Environment Studies, Dr. David Downie.
At the beginning of the event,
the panel was introduced by the
moderator Dr. James Simon, associate dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences. The panel consisted of Leonard Downie, Connecticut Public Radio and Connecticut

Contributed Photo

Former executive editor of The Washington Post, Leonard Downie.

Mirror reporter Neena Satija,
Fairfield Mirror Editor-in-Chief
Martin O'Sullivan, and communication professor Michael Serazio.
With some news organizations in decline, Downie talked
about where they have been in the
past, and where it looks like they
are heading now.
Downie said that back in the
20th century, people depended
on three major broadcast networks and newspapers. Once
cable television came along, this
all changed.
"The audiences and the revenues for these news organizations
began to shrink," said Downie.
"Not all of the audiences began
to shrink. The audience for The
Washington Post is now bigger
than it ever was before, thanks to
our website and our mobile media and so on."
According to Downie, there
are still 1,300 daily newspapers,
and only a handful have folded so
far. But he also said that doesn't
mean they won't be in the near
future. However, Downie talked
about a recent type of news organization becoming popular in
2007 and 2008, which are nonprofit organizations.
"They're [non-profit organizations] being started by journalists who no longer had jobs ...
who no longer thought they could
do the type of journalism that
they wanted to do," said Downie.
"Most of them focused on public
affairs reporting and investigative
reporting that they feel is no longer being done adequately by the

commercial media."
Since these non-profit organizations are very new and dependent on foundation grants,
Downie said that he is unsure of
how many of these are going to
survive.
Downie focused primarily
on accountability journalism, an
aspect of reporting where jour-

"I'm still a newspaper reader, so it's a
learning process. -Elizabeth Hastings,
Directos of Academic
Affairs

nalists take responsibility for delivering the news to those who
struggle to have influence and
power. Downie said that as the
new media world takes shape,
information is taken from all over
the world.
"There is a unique ability to
do accountability journalism,
which I think requires an organized news organization, with
clear values and credibility with
work that it does to hold accountable everybody in society who has
influence and power over everybody else," said Downie. "It takes
professional journalists working
according to certain standards, in
my view, to do that job effectively.
After Downie spoke, Satija
spoke to the audience about the

Connecticut Mirror, followed by
O'Sullivan, who talked about
some of the problems that the
school newspaper has faced. He
said that many people see The
Mirror as a casual read in between
classes, but their online website
has helped the paper gain a 24/7
reputation over a weekly paper.
Finally, Serazio discussed his
research he has been conducting on how changes in the media
environment have changed how
politics is conducted, as well as
how strategies unfold. He said
to the audience he was showing
"what you are up against in terms
of what journalists face nowadays."
The panel ended with a question and answer session, with
questions such as, "How have
people [readers] responded with
the change from print to online?"
The panel thought surprisingly
well, ending the event on a positive note.
"He was artful," said Simon
about Downie after the event ended. Simon said that he doesn't feel
that students realize that Mirror
stories are picked up every week,
and that it would really benefit
them to write for the paper, HAM
channel, or any other news media
on campus.
"I'm still a newspaper reader,
so it's a learning process," said Director of Academic Affairs Elizabeth Hastings. She said that she
liked what Downie said about going to a specific website and how
easy it is to pick and choose which
articles you want to read.

Post-election, Americans wonder, "What next?"
BY ZACK ALBERT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For many Americans, the
Nov. 6 presidential election was
not as contentious or climactic
as originally anticipated. Before
the night was over, President Barack Obama had been re-elected,
the Senate had hardly changed
and the House of Representatives was still in the hands of the
Republicans.
Now, with the nation slowly
returning to normal after more
than a year of furious campaigning, many have begun to ask
what these results mean for the
United States.
In his victory speech, President Obama offered an optimistic analysis for the next four
years. "Whether I earned your
vote or not, I have listened to
you, I have learned from you,
and you've made me a better
president," he remarked in his
acceptance speech. "And with
your stories and your struggles, I
return to the White House more
determined and more inspired
than ever about the work there
is to do and the future that lies
ahead."
He continued by vowing to
work in a bipartisan manner to
address the issues of the nation,
saying, "I am looking forward to
reaching out and working with
leaders of both parties to meet
the challenges we can only solve

together. Reducing our deficit.
Reforming our tax code. Fixing
our immigration system. Freeing
ourselves from foreign oil. We've
got more work to do."
However, many are suspicious of the idea that change is
coming. "If nothing has really
changed as far as the composition of our political system, I
don't see how we can expect
anything
different to

happen
with regards to
things like our budgets and deficit or our foreign policy," Dylan
Fisher '13 said. "It's the same old
political scene. Are we supposed
to believe that everything will be
magically better?"
Prior to the election, voters seemed fed up with political stalemates. An Aug. 14 poll
conducted by Gallup found that
Congressional approval ratings
were at a historic low of 10 per-

cent.
However, these same people
did not vote for much in the way
of change on Election Day.
"Maybe this is a sign of how
polarized our country is," said
Nick Carapezza '16. "Everyone
looks to blame the other guy
and continues to vote for their
representatives. So now we have
the same situation and we don't
know what will happen."
One possible scenario
is that President
Obama moves
I to the
center,

moderating his
policies and gaining
broader support from both
political parties. Indeed, this
bipartisan approach is one he
talked about a great deal in his
victory speech.
However, many wonder if Obama will use his
victory as a popular mandate for his policies and
thus adopt a "my way
or the highway" approach to governing.
If the latter approach

is implemented, Americans will
most likely see a political environment similar to the last two
years, with the Republican Congress blocking most of the president's legislation.
Regardless of the approach
taken by President Obama, all
voters agree he has a lot of
work to do.
After the
election
haze
wears
off,

will once again face a struggling
economy, a complex foreign
policy and a myriad of domestic
concerns. The approach he takes
will be revealed in the coming
weeks and months as he unveils
his policy platforms, but for now
many Americans are still left
wondering:
"What
next?
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Campus Crime Beat
Wednesday, 11/7
12:33 a.m. - Unknown people threw a pumpkin,
smashing a window at Townhouse 4 block.

4:22 p.m. - Two students were seen exiting the
StagBus with "big, boxy bags." DPS referred them
to Student Conduct for underage possession of
alcohol.

Thursday, 11/8

8:17 p.m. - It was reported that a car door handle
was broken in the area of the Townhouses. No
3:03 p.m. - Much of the north end of campus lost suspects have been identified.
power due to a transformer fire off campus. Power was restored about four hours later.
11:45 p.m. - DPS confronted a non-student who
was ripping posters from walls in Campion Hall.
Friday, 11/9
The guest's host was referred to Student Conduct.
4:15 p.m. - During a soccer game at Alumni
Field: After receiving a parking ticket, the parent Sunday 11/11
of a Fairfield Prep, student crumpled the ticket
and threw it at a DPS officer and threatened to 12:08 a.m. - DPS suspects that an unlicensed taxi
call police. The officer asked the parent to leave dropped a student off on campus. The niatfeVYs^
campus and radioed for assistance, after which under investigation and DPS strongly discourthe parent drove away.
ages the use of fraudulent taxi service providers.
8:32 p.m. - A 16-year-old non-student walking 12:58 a.m. - Townhouse residents on the 12 block
on McCormick Road was seen by an officer to reported that individuals had entered uninvited,
be holding a beer can. The individual's parents flipped furniture and rummaged through propwere called.
erty and a refrigerator. Persons of interest have
been referred to Student Conduct but the case is
Saturday, 11/10
still under investigation.
1:29 a.m. - DPS witnessed a young man riding
a bicycle on McCormick Road. When officers
approached, the individual ditched the bike,
prompting an investigation in which the bike
was found to be stolen property.

1:02 a.m. - A student attending a social gathering at a townhouse was punched in the mouth.
No suspects have been identified but the house
residents have been referred to Student Conduct
for hosting a disruptive gathering.

"If you have information about any of these incidents, please contact the Department of Public Safety.

Thursday, Nov. 15
As a part of the Inspired
Writer Series, Bill
Roorbach, author of "Life
Among Giants," will be
doing a reading with a book
signing to follow. The event
is free, 7-8 p.m.
Thursday Nov. 15
HeadtotheLLBCCfor
IRHA hosted Fairfield Idol!
The event is free, 7:30-

Saturday, Nov. 17
Get in the spirit! Take a trip
to the Fairfield U bookstore
to help decorate the town
Christmas tree. The event is
free, 3-4 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 19
Head to The Levee to
watch the Chicago Bears
vs. the San Francisco
49'ers for Monday Night
Football! The event is free,
8:30-11:30 p.m.

Biyant University

Didyou know?

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOB RECENT COLLEGE GRADUATES,
Bryant University's one-year MBA prepares you. far leadership
positions in corporate, not-far-profit, and government organizations.
If you are entering a career in accounting, Bryant offers a full-time
Master of Professional Accountancy (MPAc) degree for those who
want to sit for the CPA exam.

Influenza during pregnancy increases risk for autism
A new report shows that women who have the flu while pregnant are twice as likely to go
into a labor.

Delaware man caught for running a meth lab
Police are currently searching for Delaware man John Bradley after his mother allegedly
discovered his meth lab while she was doing laundry in her home.

'Skyfall' has biggest U.S. Bond opening ever
Over the weekend, theinew James B|nd movie niade $87.8 million in the states with
worldwide earnings coining to a totfl of $518.6 million.

Target's Black Friday to start on Thanksgiving
Target announced Monday it will open its doors at 9 p.m. oirThanksgiving evening. This
will be the earliest Target has ever started its Black Friday sales.

U.S. to become biggest oil producer

l-;"

It was announced earlier in the week thit tfefe United States will overtake Saudi Arabia to
become the world's biggest oil producer before 2020, according to a new forecast by the
International Energy Agency.

Donations for Sandy relief top $130 million

Student turns table into iPhone keyboard

Four-star General Petraeus resigns, stunning D.C.
Evidence could suggest the former Pentagon spy chief may have put national security at
risk in afaair with biographer.

■

■

-|

'

* Gain creikmtak arid «*perkm.ce that
iiistit«.f;u,ish you ill the job market
• Benefit from real-world praetktfm and
consulting opportunities
* Fast track your career, with no professional
work experience rebuked
• Speciatiscatiuns in:
Global Supply Chain
Global Finance
hue;:-at: ona 1 Business

The relief agency has raised $131 million. With this money the Red Cross can contitnue
to operate shelters and offer food, water and other jelief supplies.

A new software created by University of London student, Florian Krautll, lets people
type on a flat surface in front of them when their iPhone is also placed on the same flat
surface.

" "

THE BRYANT ONE-YEAR MBA
tuU-tiitit day pmprtmt for all majati

1

■

- -"
(
THE BRYANT MPAC
fuS-iimt day pfQgram feraitotmling mtijam
« Meet the ISO-hour requirement for CPA
Itcensufe
♦ Cnmpleje ycwr pra-grars in two term*:
summer/tall, summer/summer, fall/
spring or spring/summer
* Pursue a tax amtentratUai with summer/
fail or summer/summer schedule

'" =

1

AS A BRYANT GRADUATE, YOU WILL JOIN A POWERFUL
NETWORK OF ALUMNI that includes accomplished professionals across the country
and around the VK>rM. Bryant's GsBigi u( Business is ime of only 5% of colleges and
universities bl tire world accredited by the AACSB International The Association to Advance PiliV[g|tHI Schools of Business.

Visit www.bryant.edu/gradschool to learn more.
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Doing your part
Around this time of year, we like to celebrate
how fortunate we are by gathering with friends
and family to feast. And as with any celebration of
abundance, it is essential to remember those less
fortunate than those of us who don't necessarily
have the privilege of eating a warm meal.
Although every Thanksgiving should focus
on helping thp^e less,£qrtunate, this year calls for a
special effort in nelrungthose close to,.Jiome. The
damages caused fby Hurricane Sandy will leavemany unable to not only celebrate Thanksgiving,
but also to have a warm meal on an average night.
So what can you do? Take the actions of Humans of New York as an example of how easy it is to
help.
If you've ever been bored on Tumblr, or hail
from the New York City area, you may know Humans of New York (HONY) as the quirky blog that
documents the unique population of New York one
person at a time. Photographer Brandon Stanton
started this project in 2010, but now has organized
a relief donation campaign for the victims of Hurricane Sandy.
In collaboration with Tumblr CEO David
Karp, the campaign encourages groups of three to
five individuals to raise donations in any way they
can. The three groups with the highest donation
total will have signed portraits featured on the blog
as well as a chance to have lunch with Stanton and
Karp.
The campaign was started on Nov. 13 at 9
p.m. Nineteen hours later, there has been over
100,000 dollars raised for the cause, surpassing the
HONY's initial goal and Karp's expectations of the
campaign's success.
Using something as simple as a fashion/
photography blog, one man was able to light the
spark that has grown into a wildfire of generosity
that will surely bring warmth to those in need.
We're not saying you need to get 300,000 followers on Tumblr and start your own fundraising
campaign (though if you feel like you can, go for it).
But this just shows how easy it is to get involved.
Whether you donate to campaigns like those
started by HONY, or offer physical help like the
students and alumni who went to the beach this
past weekend, it only takes a small sacrifice to help
those who have lost so much by no fault of their
own.

Thumbs-Up / Ihumbs-Down
. t.

• Thanksgiving break is
next week.

• Volleyball sweeps Canisius to win the MAAC
regualr season.

• It now gets dark out by
5 p.m.

Have an opinion about something else?
Sendusyourthoughts toopinion@fairfieldmirror.com

Lisa Tkach/r/ie Mirror

Hispanic voters have spoken. Again.
CONNOR KELLEY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Our democratic system is
fueled by the electoral process.
People vote based on what they
believe a particular candidate
can provide for them. In some
elections if specific voter demographics appear to be lopsided
in favor of a particular party or
candidate, it is often said that
voters are issuing a mandate to
elected officials. While Republicans and Democrats continue
to argue over what the voter
mandate - with regards to the
tax code - was in the most recent
election, it's hard to argue with
a mandate for comprehensive
immigration reform put forth
rather vehemently by Hispanic
voters last Tuesday.
For the second presidential
election cycle in a row, President
Barack Obama won the Hispanic
vote by a double-digit margin.
The President won 71 percent
of Hispanic voters compared to
Mitt Romney's 27 percent, which
is an eight point swing from
2008.
Many
political
pundits
didn't find it surprising that
Obama ended up winning the
Hispanic vote. Rather, it was the
decisive margin by which he

won that was a bit unexpected.
Hispanic voters were one of the
very few voting blocks to have
increased support for President
Obama, compared to the 2008
election. This assertion clearly
represents the dissatisfaction
Hispanic voters are feeling with
the lack of legislation being
passed pertaining to immigration reform over the past four
years.
The vast majority of Hispan-

Ifthe Republican
Party wants to remain competitive, it
must re-evaluate its
position on the issue.
ics in the United States support
the Democratic Party platform
on immigration reform that
would make it easier for some
to acquire visas, allowing them
to work in the U.S. This will also
make it easier for them and their
children to obtain citizenship
ua,the U.S. These voters' overwhelming support of President
Obama tells his party to finally
push this plan through Congress
and pass it.

The problem with this, however, is a Republican-controlled
House of Representatives that
has the power to block such legislation, and has done so during
the most recent congressional
term.
What Republicans in the
House have to understand is
that Hispanics' recent vote is as
much a mandate for President
Obama and the Democrats as it
is for them. What that vote has
proven is that Hispanics are no
longer satisfied with the status
quo on our southern border.
They have aligned themselves
with the Democratic Party in order to-advance this reform and
it has largely impacted Republicans in the last three federal
elections.
If the Republican Party
once again continues to stand
against the desire of Hispanic
voters, it is certain that they will
lose much of the rapidly growing
and unmistakably monumental
Hispanic electorate.
If the Republican Party
wants to remain competitive, it
must re-evaluate its position on
this issue.
The next two years, in the
chambers of the House of Representatives, is an excellent place
to start.

NOTABLE AND QUOTABLE:
"There is a unique ability to do accountability journalism,

• Black Friday sales start
earlier this year.
• "Breaking Dawn: Part
2" premieres tomorrow
night (it's finally over).

• Finals coming up soon
after we return from
Thanksgiving.

which I think requires an organized news organization, with clear
values and credibility with work that it does to hold accountable
everybody in society who has influenced a power

• Swimming and Diving lost to Marist at the
MAAC.

over everybody else"
- Leonard Downie, "Downie projects the future of journalism," pg. 3

• Some seniors are going to finish out their
semesters on campus in
the dorms.

The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers: Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by email
to info@fairBeldminorjComorBoxAA. All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published either in print or online. Tite
Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities and personal attacks and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.
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Alex Clare, you suck
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BY CRYSTAL RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER
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Ayo, Where's My Mayo:

>

BY JESSICA ESTRADA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

After nearly a month, my
patience is gone.
My cheeseburger is on my
plate, the top bun uncovered
as I add onions and lots of tomatoes at Barone's condiment
counter. I drizzle it with ketchup - and glare at the shiny spot
of table that is, once again, pitifully visible.
This small space use to be

the home to my beloved: Mayonnaise.
Over the past three weeks,
I've scrawled "Mayo" on the suggestions board in the cafeteria.
I've hoped it was an accident, a
misunderstanding. Maybe the
mayo was misplaced.
Regardless, the mayo is still
missing.
Did someone complain to
the school that mayo is too unhealthy for Fairfield's nutritious
student population? Are con-
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diments being cut out of the
school budget?
Did someone loot the production factory of its mayo, just
like $30 million dollars' worth
of maple syrup was kidnapped
from Canada in late August?
If I want my favorite cheeseburger for lunch, I'll have to
splurge on a bottle of mayo the
next time I'm in town. That or
I'll keep praying for a miracle.
I love you mayo. Please
come home.

It happens at the point in
the relationship when you have
opened almost entirely. This
newfound vulnerability is hard
to brave. It seems we have natural mechanisms in place to guard
us from such levels of vulnerability. As your automatic defense
response kicks in, you begin to
push away. You give in to the
fear - the fear that one day he or
she will see through your facade
of self-assurance. They will see
you at your core: imperfect and
desperately hoping you will be
loved.
And this is when you will utter the most contrived, deceitful
words one could utter: "We need
some space."
And you didn't come to
this conclusion alone. You were
sitting on the Stag Bus, feeling
pensive, and "Too Close" by Alex
Clare came on. The words infiltrated your thoughts. You began
to realize it applied perfecdy to
your situation. Your paranoia of a
potential break up increased tenfold. It was not Alex Clare singing
those soul-wrenching words but
your significant other.
This was when you suffered
a "perceived abandonment." You
were jaded and wanted to take
action before Alex Clare's prophecy could unfold. Next time you
see your lover, you slowly veer
the conversation to the infamous
phrase and break your heart and

your lover's heart.
Taking a break or giving each
other space is straight bull. It's a
cowardly move that costs you
weeks of slow torture. And after
you've both endured the pain,
you are left with only two possible outcomes: You will either
break up or you will go back to
your paranoia-stricken, possessive and defensive relationship.
But there is an alternative.
When the fear of vulnerability presses in on your will or the
diabolical lyrics of "Too Close"
haunt your waking dreams, you
must resist. You have to do what
you are most afraid to do. Don't
just open up. Push your soul up
and out of your defenses and
bare it all. Tell him or her, all
of your insecurities and second guesses. Admit that you are
afraid of eventually running out
of things to say. Confess that you
have an inability to commit for
fear of being rejected. Own up to
your demons.
After you've released all
your bottled up fears you'll soon
realize you are not alone. Your
partner is afraid you'll get bored
of them and move on. Your partner is afraid of getting "too close"
and wearing the relationship
down before it's even begun.
Relief will wash over you.
The cursed lyrics will seem far off
and drowned out by your newfound hopefulness. Dive into
closeness. Bravely bridge the gap
and indulge in the intimacy of
human connection.

Fairfield U's most notorious residents
Turkeys at Fairfield don't only take over the campus, but they endanger the community
BY JAY POLANSKY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

They are perhaps the University's most notorious residents, but they don't pay room
or board.
They prefer the fields to Barone and the trees to Dolan Hall.
OK, we're talking about turkeys here.
The FU Turkeys, which are
best known for obstructing traffic, are like Fairfield celebrities.
They even have their own Twitter account called @FUturkeys.
When @FUturkeys found
out I was writing this column,
they tweeted, "This better not
be some Thanksgiving propaganda."
@FUturkeys: It is not. I'll
only mention Thanksgiving once
after this.

This is a story about how
and why a bird that almost became locally extinct arrived on
campus.
Turkeys were reintroduced
into New England in the 1970s,
but it took a while for them to arrive in populated areas.
"The urban turkey thing is
fairly new," Dr. Tod Osier, associate professor of biology, said
from behind the desk in his Bannow office, which, props to him,
had a copy of The Mirror on it.
"It's the past 10, 15 years where
they've been turkeys using suburban, urban areas effectively."
The Fairfield campus provides the perfect environment for
the turkeys, according to Osier.
The birds likes open fields covered with trees, not dense forests
where predators can lurk.
While coyotes and foxes

hunt turkeys, you won't likely
find them on campus. They are
incredibly scared of people unlike the turkeys they seek, who
are just wary of humans.
But we all know that turkeys
are not wary of one thing in their
environment - cars. How do they
see them?
"Like a moving rock," Osier
said.
That's how Henrietta must
have seen them.
Henrietta was the name
given to a bird that frequently
blocked the beach access road in
my hometown. She started getting really aggressive, chasing
people.
Eventually the state provided
her with relocation services. She
no longer resides at the beach.
While some turkeys, like
Henrietta, can appear aggres-

sive, they pose no real threat to
humans.
"There's not a person that
can't defend itself from a turkey,"
Osier said.
Yet you can dress to avoid
turkeys. Don't wear red as that
color triggers turkey aggression.
For the record, I have never
been chased by a turkey. When
I see them, I tend to go around
them, even if that means walking
far out of my way.
Getting chased by a turkey
is not on my Fairfield bucket list,
but since they're such an icon
maybe it should be.
I would probably have a
more negative opinion of these
lovely creatures had one pursued me. None have, so I can still
think they add more to the campus than they take away.
They are a living symbol of

FU Turkeys
@futurkeys

TORKEYS

FOLLOWS YOU

You know those turkeys that grace your campus? Well that's us and
now we're taking to social networking to fill you in on our lives.
Fairfield University Campus

the fall, Thanksgiving and New
England - that's their aesthetic
value, Osier told me. You can't
think of November without turkeys.
And if you're a Fairfield student - which you probably are
since you're reading The Mirror
- you can't think about our campus without thinking of them either.
Love them or hate them, the
turkey has become a part of Fairfield. Yes, they may be annoying,
obnoxious at times, but that's
the way they evolved. Perhaps
they'll be less annoying in a few
thousand years, but for now we
should appreciate them for what
they are - part of our diverse
campus.
It would be nice, however, if
they refrained from causing traffic jams every now and then.

x»
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From Asia...
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...to New York
This weekend the Asian Student Association (ASA) and South Asian Student Association (SASA) hosted their yearly event Flavors of Asia. Meanwhile at the Quick Center, the Met broadcasted Thomas Ades? "The
Tempest" from New York City as part of the series The Met: Live in HD.
Stories on page 8
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Student groups bring Asian culture to Fairfield
BY CRYSTAL RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER

The dim glow from Chinese lanterns reflected off
colorful Indian jewelry
and festive Vietnamese dresses
called do dai.
The Asian Student Association (ASA) and South Asian Student Association (SASA) came
together to host the annual
event, Flavors of Asia, this past
Saturday in the Oak Room of the
BCC.
The goal of the event is
to bring the Asian culture to
Fairfield University, explained
RafiqueVahora'13. Vahora joined
SASA in his freshmen year, the
very first year of the event. As a
senior, he has seen SASA and
Flavors of Asia grow. "This was
the best one yet," exclaimed Vahora of the annual event.
Senior Ren Jiang says the
success of the event was due to
the growth of members in both
clubs. As President of ASA and a
member all four years, Jiang said
the membership this year was
the highest for ASA.

The more you are
knowledgeable about
other cultures, the
more open you will
be to people, ideas
and traditions.
-DiannaBosh '16

Jiang speculated that this
had to do with the "school opening up more to minorities." Along
with the greater enrollment, the

Crystal Rodriguez/ The Mirror

Students model traditional clothing from various Asian Countries. From left to right: Shaila Caballero "15, Katherine Nguyen '15, Naseem Senan
'14, Damini Patel "IB and Ceilo Overa "13.
group philosophy of ASA and
SASA also warranted the success
of this year's event.
Jiang explained that the
club not only plans events, but
also tries to form deep bonds
between all members. The ASA
meetings seek to connect minorities in a majority white school.
The members enjoy group excursions to New York and other
team building events in order to
facilitate better teamwork.
And these relationships also
push the boundaries of both ASA
and SASA. Sohail Sumra'15 is
vice president of SASA and was a
board member of ASA last year.
Sumra agrees that the connec-

tions they build as a community
made Flavors of Asia possible.
The Fairfield University
community enjoyed the benefits
of the tight community through
the multifaceted festival. Along
with the food from various Asian
countries, there were also two
dance" performances from both
SASA and ASA, a DJ the whole
night and a fashion show of traditional outfits from various
Asian countries.
The food was powerful and
authentic. This cultural aspect
was also one of the main reasons
students like Brittany Kritis' 16 attended the event. Sodexo provided one third of the food, but the

rest was brought in by SASA. The
reason SASA was able to bring in
their own dishes was because of
religious reasons regarding the
food preparation. The food must
be prepared in accordance to Shariah Law (Islamic law) in order
for the meal to^e Halal, which
means "permitted" in Arabic.
FreshmanKDianna Bosh said
she attenderFfhe event because
of her natural curiosity of different cultures. Bosh believes
curiosity about other cultures is
important. "The more you are
knowledgeable about other cultures the more open you will be
to people, ideas and traditions,"
she said.

This year's Flavors of Asia
will go down in the record books
as one of the largest. Although
the groups faced challenges such
as Hurricane Sandy, and competing events such as the Men's
basketball game, there was a
great turnout. Close to 300 tickets were purchased compared to
last year's 250 tickets.
, At the end of the event, after all the beautiful gowns and
outfits were showcased, Vahora
stopped to reflect on his four
years as a SASA member. And
after such an outstanding event,
Vahora only had one piece of advice to the members of SASA and
ASA: "Keep up the great work."

The Met takes the Quick Center stage
BY KELSEY GUERIN
THE VINE EDITOR

The final high-pitched note
hung in the air of the darkened theater as the curtain
slowly descended upon the stage of
the Metropolitan Opera. After a beat
of silence, the audience broke into
applause, the house lights turned
on and patrons began to gather up
their belongings to exit the Quick
Center.
Yes, the Quick Center.
On Saturday, the Quick Center
hosted its latest installment of a series known as The Met: Live in HD.
Projected onto the movie screen,
The Metropolitan Opera presented
the performance of Thomas Ades'
adaptation of "The Tempest" in collaboration with Fairfield University.
The Met: Live in HD is a program founded by The Neubauer
Family Foundation in order "to
reach existing audiences and to
introduce new audiences to opera
through new technology," according to the website metopera.org/

HD fans. Through this prothe opera. Voigt continued
gram, operas are streamed
to perform interviews and
live from the Met in New York
behind-the-scenes features
City to various places around
with cast members, producthe country.
ers, directors and other crew
This program allowed
members between Acts I and
for two screenings of "The
II and during the intermission
Tempest" at Fairfield. The
of "The Tempest."
first screening was a live perWhen Voigt was not
formance streamed from the
conducting interviews, the
Met beginning at 1:00 p.m.,
cameras freely panned backand the second was an enstage, allowing the audience
core presentation at 6 p.m.
viewing at the Quick Center
to see the hustle and bustle
Both of the screenings proof behind-the-scenes activity.
vided a unique opera experience to patrons of the Quick
Crews worked to set up the set
Center with extra features
and make instantaneous resuch as cast and crew interpairs as cast members walked
views that live performances
Contributed Photo by Anne Denlau around in their costumes,
do not include.
Simon Keenlyside plays Prospero in Ades'
getting to their marks before
At about five minutes adaptation of "The Tempest."
the curtains rose again.
During the actual perto the hour, the lights of
formance, cameras got up close to
the Quick Center dimmed and the "The Tempest."
screen turned on to show the audiThe camera then cut behind the action, zooming in on the perence gathering in the Met in New the scenes to the Live in HD host- formers so that every action and
York City. Candid shots of audi- ess Deborah Voigt, who provided expression was projected onto the
ence members were interrupted an introduction to the performance Quick Center screen in high definiby slides containing facts and brief until the crew called for the director tion. The sound quality was also exbiographies of the cast members of to go to the orchestra pit and begin tremely clear, and the combination

of the two created a better viewing
experience than one might have
while actually sitting in the Met in
New York City.
While the program The Met:
Live in HD provided a very unique
and exciting opera experience, the
actual performance of "The Tempest" was less enchanting. The costuming and set design were both
beautiful and bold, reflecting the
personalities of the characters and
the mood of the setting.
However, the musical arrangement left a lot to be desired. Actor
Alek Shrader who played Ferdinand
said in his interview with Voigt that
Ades composed the music based
on "pure emotion ... [and] set the
musical expression of what each
character is going through." This
method of composition meant that
the theater was often filled with a
cacophony of sounds, from shrill
and dizzyingly fast trills performed
by Audrey Luna as Ariel, to impassioned movements involving simulTHE MET
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Forces behind new era of Star Wars create buzz
BY MARTIN O'SULUVAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

"To infinity, and beyond!"
said Luke Skywalker.
Wait, what?
Soon after the announcement of Disney's purchase of the
"Star Wars" franchise, Lucasfilm
confirmed last Friday that Michael Arndt has signed on as the
writer for "Episode VII," slated
for release in 2015. Arndt's most
recent release as writer was
2010's "Toy Story 3," for which he
received an Oscar nomination
for best adapted screenplay.
Although he will be stepping down as chief executive of
Lucasfilm within the next year,
"Star Wars" creator George Lucas will remain as a creative consultant for the new movie, which
is the first in a planned trilogy.
In a video interview on
StarWars.com, Lucas said of his
involvement: "I would be there
... especially helping with the
script ... There's a lot of blank
spots in the story treatment that
hopefully we can fill in."
As to who will direct the film,
there have been no concrete announcements as of yet, though
names like J.J. Abrams, Joss Whedon, and Jon Favreau have been
circling the infosphere. Kathleen Kennedy, Lucas' successor
as president of Lucasfilm, said

that they were only considering
a certain type of director for the
job: "It's not going to be people
who don't already have some affinity for Star Wars probably. It's
going to be somebody who really appreciates what Star Wars
meant to them and is excited to
dive in and be a part of this."
Though they may want a
diehard, the prospect of continuing the iconic series seems
daunting to some. J.J. Abrams
dispelled the rumor of his involvement over the weekend in
an interview with Hollywoodlife.
com, saying: "I am looking forward more than anyone to the
next iterations of Star Wars, but I
believe I will be going as a paying
moviegoer." Citing his love of the
film series, Abrams explained
how he thought continuing the
space opera would be too much
of a burden for a true fan.
Director
Kevin
Smith,
known for his frequent references to the franchise in his
View Askewniverse film collection, wrote about his hopes for
the movie in an editorial for the
Hollywood Reporter. Smith said,
"If Disney wants to make another cool billion dollars like it did
with The Avengers last summer,
all it needs to do is make a Boba
Fett time-travel flick."
Referring to the ominous,
armored bounty hunter that

became an instant fan favorite,
Smith voiced why he thought
it would be a hit: "You could
use every living (and dead) actor from the previous Star Wars
films, no
matter
what
their age
-- which
means Mark
Hamill, Carrie
Fisher and Harrison
Ford can come and play
as well."
Currently, there are no def
nite reports on the involvement
of Hamill, Fisher and Ford, who
starred in the original series as
Luke Skywalker, Princess Leia
and Han Solo, respectively.

Hamill told Entertainment
Weekly in a recent interview
that Lucas had informed him
and Fisher of plans of a new trilogy over the summer. However,
he said, "I had no idea that
George was going to sell to
Disney until I read it online
like everybody else."
He added that he did
not know at this point about
the status of his in-

volvement.
However, with the immediate signing of Arndt as writer, it
seems that fans may not have to
wait long to hear more
updates on the new
"Star Wars."

Contributed Photo

Quick Center
broadcasts operas
from the Met
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Amell is the newest leading man to portray a superhero on the CW Network in his new show "Arrow."

"Arrow" nearly misses the mark
BY LOAN LE
EXECUTIVE EDIT OR

Five years ago, billionaire playboy
Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), while
in a life raft after his yacht capsized,
witnesses the suicide of his father. To
him, this means the sudden loss of his
kind-hearted, patient father. To Starling City, it means the loss of a tycoon
who owned and controlled much of
the city. This sets off the whole plot of
the new The CW show "Arrow."
Before killing himself, Robert
Queen tells his son to right his wrongs
and restore Starling City to its former
glory. In this one statement, his father
admits his failure as a businessman

and also encourages his son to become a better person than he was.
After being saved by remote fishermen, Oliver returns to find the city
in shambles, rampant with lowly vermin and corrupt yuppies. Keeping his
father's words in mind, Oliver takes it
upon himself to dispose of the poison
in Starling City by becoming Arrow,
the green-hooded vigilante who takes
down the corrupt on "The List," using
the skills he acquired after years of being marooned on an island.
In doing this, Oliver must also
fool his friends and family by balancing his secret identity with his identity
as the prodigal son returned.
In the most recent episode on

Nov. 8, "Damaged," Detective Quentin Lance (Paul Blackthorne) believes
he has found Arrow when he spots
Oliver on tape at the scene of a recent
murder. Oliver knows the truth, but
of course, the public has little reason
to believe that he could be Arrow. For
one, they think he is still the same lawless playboy from five years ago. They
also believe that Lance, whose daughter had died when Oliver's yacht capsized, is just out for blood.
Oliver is surprisingly calm at
these accusations, although in this
show, the actor Amell is only capable
of exhibiting the stiff calmness of a
ARROW

I PAGE 10

8

taneous singing by three or more
characters that only muddied their
individual melodies.
Gerry Harrington and Elaine
Kaczorowski were two residents
of Fairfield county who made the
trip to Fairfield to see the opera
on Saturday night. "We love it. It's
amazing," said Harrington about
the Live in HD program, although
neither she nor Kaczorowski were
fond of this particular perfor-

mance.
The pair of women frequendy
attend the opera performances at
the Quick Center because of their
cheap price and convenience.
"You can be home 15 minutes after
the show ends," said Harrington.
The Met: Live in HD program
conveniendy brings contemporary
musical culture right to Fairfield.
At a discounted price of $10 per
ticket, it is a cheap, convenient and
unique way for students to experience a night at the opera.

The Met: Live in HD
Upcoming shows
W. A. Mozart's "La Clemenza di Tito"
Dec. 2,1 p.m. (live) and 6 p.m. (encore)

Giuseppe Verdi's "Un Ballo in Maschera"
Dec. 11,1 p.m. (encore) and 6 p.m. (encore)

Giuseppe Verdi's "Aida"
Dec. 15,1 p.m. (live) and 6:30 p.m. (encore)
Tickets: $25 / $20 seniors / $10 children and students
To buy tickets or view full schedule, visit
www.fairfield.edu/arts/qc_opera.html

The Vine
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"Arrow" aims high but falls short of target
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monk. His arrest, the viewers learn, is
all part of Oliver's plan.
Defended by morally straight
lawyer Laurel (Katie Cassidy), Oliver's
ex-girlfriend and the other daughter
of Detective Lance, Oliver is free on
house arrest. Detective Lance believes he's gotten Oliver in a corner,
but then, later, when the handiwork
of Arrow occurs at the scene of a failed
arms deal while the suspect is seen at
home, Lance can't do anything but let
him go.
Oliver had actually enlisted the
help of his former Marine bodyguard/
confidant to distract the police. By the
end of the episode, Oliver is back to
playing the role of Starling City's vigi-

lante.
The show has a lot plot holes
that desperately need some explanation. For one, when Oliver "returns
from the dead," he sets up a secret lair
for himself in one of his father's old,
abandoned companies, because what
superhero shouldn't have his own
place to chillax in? A question that
needs to be answered is: How does
he get the money to buy all of this, especially since he doesn't work to earn
income himself? The money most
likely comes from the family account,
so how does Oliver hide these funds
from his mother's knowledge?
Also, through flashbacks, viewers
learn that Oliver was a fun-loving guy
back in the day. Yet, when returning
to civilization, he takes on the role of

a highly intelligent vigilante/assassin, capable of speaking languages
like Russian, even though he was marooned on a Chinese island? Does being isolated on an island for five years
cause one to grow a brain? Apparently
so for Oliver.
The originality of the plot is also
debated. Starling City can be seen as a
sexier - and can it be said darker - version of Gotham.City. Oliver-Arrow is
just another Batman, except his attire
doesn't mimic a flying creature, and his
voice doesn't sound like your 70-yearold grandpa who used to smoke religiously. This comparison would make
sense since "Arrow" is based on the
comic book series "Green Arrow,"
published by the famous DC Comics.
And guess what? Batman is published

by the same company.
"Arrow" does have some shining
moments. One of the more interesting relationships exists between Oliver and John Diggle (David Ramsey),
the former Marine bodyguard whom
Moira Queen (Susanna Thompson)
hires for her only son's protection.
John slowly catches on to Oliver's
mysterious disappearances at night
and his crazy hand-to-hand combat
moves. Thus far, he is the only one to
know about Oliver's vigilante status.
John is a character with morals, inherently knowing that what Oliver is doing is unlawful, yet also knowing that
the corrupt Starling City businessmen
are worse off and cannot be stopped
without Arrow's interference.
Viewers then learn that Moira

might have played a hand in the mysterious way the ship had capsized in
the first place. Moira is revealed to
be in possession of the Queen Gambit wreckage, a discovery that causes
strain between her and her husband
Walter Steele (Colin Salmon).
Even though there are so many
questions that need to be answered,
viewers seem to be hanging on to "Arrow," waiting for that moment when
Oliver's outside identity collides with
his perfectly fabricated secret identity.
"Arrow" was granted a full season on Oct. 22 by The CW. "Damaged"
was the the network's "most watched
episode since the series premiere,"
with 3.75 million viewers, according
to Nielsen television ratings. The next
episode will be on tonight at 8 p.m.

Why Fafrfield?

Donate those NEW or UNUSED |eddy
bears that are stuffed away in your
closet and GIVE A FURRY HUG TO THE
CHILDREN WHO WILL SPEND THEIR
HOLIDAYS IN A HOSPITAL
Teddy Bear Drop off Locations:
Alumni House
BCC Information Desk
Mclnnes310
Donation Deadline: December 7
Sponsored by: Student Alumni Association
Questions? Contact Julie or Jennifer Labbadia

Student Video Contest
nsomd kg the Qffic® of Undergraduate Admission

-> ry.
Show high school studinte why they should coma to Fairfield.
Contest Highlights:
• Create a video up to 3 minutes long
• Work alone or wrttn a group
• Deadline Thursday, December 13
• Judged by students and Admission
counselors

Prizes:
1 st Place: $500
2nd Place: $350
3rd Place: $200

it www.fairfi©ld*@du/whvfairfi©ld

■ Fail-field
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iPick, YouListen

"Don't Go"

reaks and Geeks'

by Rae Morris

"The Way We Get By"
by Spoon
I really don't know what it is about this
song, but whenever this song comes on my
iPod I instantly feel cooler. If it weren't so
socially unacceptable, I'd probably start
snapping and finger-gun-pointing at random strangers who walk by. Perhaps it's the
unexpected mix of a catchy piano melody,
strong beat via the drums and a tambourine that just won't quit. Perhaps it's that
secret satisfaction I feel when Britt Daniels
(lead singer) mentions some odd thing that
he does that I also happen to do. Whatever
it is, listening to this song quite frequently is
one of the ways I get by.

by Childish Gambino

BY MARYKATE CALLAHAN

Confession time: I discovered this song
while watching the show "Degrassi." Judge
me if you must, but it was a really sad episode (and I may or may not have watched
it more than once) and it featured some
good music, such as this song. I'm pretty
sure every girl out there has that one really
sad song that they turn to when they are in
need of a good cry. This is mine. It is a soft
and delicate piano ballad about a girl who
(you guessed it) doesn't want her love to go.
Rae's voice is saturated in sad desperation
that can be detected in every note, making
the song beautiful and heartbreaking at the
same time.

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

r

Childish Gambino, Donald Glover, or Troy
from the show "Community," has some of
the freshest and most original rap verses
I've ever heard. I don't think he goes beyond more than three lines in any of his
songs without making some kind of clever
wordplay that you hear and then 30 seconds later think: "Oh, now I get it, [insert
laughter here], that was a good one." While
his songs are riddled with expletives and
should under no circumstances be played
while your mother is in the room, they're
great for getting in the zone. His beats are
catchy, his delivery is impressive and his
lines are memorable.

"You're an Ocean"
by Fastball

HILDI5

One of my personal philosophies - and
I have many - is to never be friends with
someone who can't appreciate a good
throwback song. This was one song that
came on the radio during the early 90s
when you were on a family road trip and
1
everyone ended up belting out the chorus
even though not a single person knew (or
cared) what band was singing. I throw this
song on when I'm driving around during
the summer and just yell it, especially when
I'm down the shore, because sometimes 1
point out the window as I drive by a beach
and sing, "You're an ocean!" at the ocean.
Too punny, I know.

1

"

Photo by Nicholas I)iFazio/ Vie Mirror

Band Spotlight: Velveteens
BY LAURA O'REILLY
MANAGING EDITOR

In the world of textiles, velveteen
is a cloth made in the imitation
of velvet. Yet in the indie music
scene, the trio that call themselves
"Velveteens" are the real deal.
Playing at the Levee this Friday
at 10 p.m., the band is comprised of
sisters Anna Wolk '13 and Catherine
Wolk '14 and drummer Devon Fontaine'14.
Catherine's lead vocals are nostalgic and melodic, reminiscent of
female musicians from the 60's with
their smooth, sorrowful sound. The
sisters' harmonies and minimalist
combination of instruments transport the listener into a dream-like
trance.
Velveteens have so far recorded
two demos in Devon's bedroom,
aptly naming these the Bedroom
Demos. "Do You Remember" and "I
Don't Know" are almost eery, with
distant vocals and the catchy repetitions of the beats and drum loops.
These demos feature Devon
on,the electric drum set and guitar,
Catherine on lead vocals and cello,
and Anna on violin, synth and vocals.
The Mirror: How did you and
your sister get into music?
CW: So basically Anna and I
met shortly after my birth. After that

we hung out a lot and stuff. It was
cool. We played instruments at a
young age, Anna violin and piano,
me cello. We were in our first band
in the winter of 2010 but two years
after we left with a greater knowledge of the music industry.
The Mirror: What's it like to
play in a band with your sister?
CW: It's nice because I can
tell her exactly what I think of what
she does and she tells me what she
thinks of what I'm doing. Itiioes lead
to more bickering than^Rte average band, but that level of honesty
creates something truer than other
bands, in my opinion. And we have a
chemistry that has been fined tuned
over 20 years, so we have a one up in
that area as well.
The Mirror: Can you tell me
more about thefirst band you were
in and why you and Anna left?
CW: The band was with another Fairfield student that has since
graduated and his brother. We spent
the summer of 2011 touring New
Jersey and New York City with them
but when we felt that it was time that
we could have input into the writing
process they did not take our creative ideas seriously. They also had
some misogynist ideas about control
and the music industry that neither
Anna or I agreed with. They did not
believe in strong women, and I don't

Contributed Photo

Sisters Anna Wolk '13 (left) and Catherine Wolk '14 (right) will be performing at the Levee this Friday.
mess around with business matters.
They also didn't let me control the
band's Twitter. Now I have control
of our band's Twitter and we have
gained notoriety for it.
The Mirror: What's your major?
CW: I'm a double major in
math and English with a minor in
economics.

The Mirror: To someone who
has never heard you guys before,
how would you describe your
sound?
CW: I honestly don't really
know. Magic maybe? I'm kidding
... I think. Maybe the music that
goes on in my head in real life, if
that makes any sense. I don't really
know because I haven't heard anything exactly like our music. Maybe
Dream Pop, it's a major buzz word

in the music industry these days,
though I'm still not exactly sure what
it means. But we have pop melodies
and they sound a bit dreamy so ...
pillow soft if you will.

Forfull interview,
visit
fairfieldmirror.com
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Because we could all use a
little advice now and then..,
Dear Readers,
Moe's. It's not a good deal.
And as the weather worsSo, according to my sad little inbox, no one had any prob- ens you want to make sure evlems or issues this past week. I ery laundry trip is worth your
guess everyone's lives are per- time and aggravation.
Timing is everything. Don't
fect and serene.
Well, mine isn't and every do laundry on a Sunday night.
little thing just seems to perpet- Everyone is trying to get their
uate the stress that is accumula- stuff clean for a new week.
Now, early Sunday morntion at the end of the semester.
One of these particular ings and also the mornings of
things is the daunting ta'sk of Triiday and Saturday are pretty
laundry. It looms in the corner good for laundry. Take advanof my room. Despite its disguise tage of people's hangovers and
of a wicker basket topped with a their lazy weekend mornings.
pretty satin bow, I know that it's Get on Laundryview.com and
full of two weeks' worth of dirty take care of business.
Another problem is getting
laundry. But it isn't just the fact
that doing laundry is a pain.
to each place in a timely
At home it's an easy chore and safe fashion. In
dorms,
with a simple stroll down the the
hallway. At school it is either an
awkward trip down the stinky
stale beer-ridden stairs of the
dorms, a treacherous walk at
the Townhouses or a pain in the
butt trip to the Laundromat by

the elevator can be your best
friend, especially when you are
on the top floor and your load
is full.
At the Townhouses, getting to the laundry room can be
downright dangerous. While
carrying your load, you may
have lack of vision of your feet.
And with all of the lovely roots
and rocks that the university so
graciously left in their natural
state, you are likely to wipe out,
face first, dirty unmentionables
sprawled out and your ego
bruised for what can seem to be
an eternity.
Wear shoes with a grip.
When it snows, this is very important since the trek
becomes
much
more perilous.
There are
also
little
things

that you can avoid that will
make doing your laundry a bit
easier. What is worse than getting the bottom of your sweat
pants wet?
Nothing. Well, maybe it's
not the worst, but it is pretty annoying. Yes, comfort while doing laundry is key but also not
dragging your last clean pair of
sweatpants through wet globs
of hair and detergent is miserable.
We are also presented with
the embarrassment of our literal dirty laundry.
Don't get flustered when
loading and unloading a cycle
because this is where mistakes
are made. A thong is thrown,
dirty socks everywhere. Yes,
it's not a pretty sight. Take
little handfuls of your soiled
garments and you will avoid a
flushed face and judgment from
your peers.
It is my hope that
if you have

laundry to do still, these bits of
advice will take a load off your
shoulders when the daunting
task arrives. It's a pain, a stress
builder, a vile and human task,
but a necessity to being a functioning member of society. Let
us do our laundry in peace.
Sincerely,
Miss Anne
Send your questions to
askmissanne@gmail.com
Disclaimer: This is column
is for entertainment purposes only. The author is a
student, not a therapist, and
the column is not intended to
take the place of professional
advice. The views expressed
are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the
views of The Mirror and its staff
members.
Anna Wolk' 13 Columnist
Loan Le '14 Editor
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THIS WEEK IN
WATCH OUT FOR FAIRFIELD ATHLETICS

Senior Stag Spotlight

What To Watch For
Wednesday - No games

With Men's soccer player Nuno Rodrigues
Q.What is your favorite Pandora playlist?

Thursday - No games

A. Summer Hits of the 90s.

Friday- No games

Q. What is your favorite cartoon character?
A. Otto from "Rocket Power."

Saturday - Cross Country at IC4A Championships
Q. If you could tell the world one thing, what would it be?
A. Enjoy your four years at college because they are short.

Sunday - Volleybaj^yjS MAA^ Championship

Q. If you could live anywhere, where would you live?
Monday - No games.

A. Cali. Has to be.

Q,If you could be in any movie what would it be?

Tuesday - Women's Basketball vs St. Bonaventure, 7 p.m.

A. I'd play Mark Wahlberg in "Ted" and Mila Runis would be my love interest.

Q.What is the funniest memory you have of the team?
A. For everyone's birthday, whenever we have practice or a game on a birthday, we always
give them the cold jug of water somehow by surprise.
AND Men's soccer player Matt LaMura

Q. If you could eat one thing for the rest of your life, what would it be?
A. Buffalo wings.

Q. What are your three favorite songs on your iPod?
A."Faded" by Tyga, The Tomorrowland 2011 soundtrack and the Tomorrowland 2012
soundtrack.

Q. What is the funniest memory you have of the team?
A. The bus ride home from the Niagara and Buffalo trip from our sophomore year.

Q. If you could meet anybody dead or alive, who would it be?

By The Numbers
16

15

3

Volleyball's BriannaDixon'13
had a match high
16 kills in the
MAAC winning
victory over Canisius on Sunday.

Basketball's Keith
Matthews '14
scored 15 points
and the game
winner in their.
64-63 win over
CCSU Sunday.

Swimming's
Connor Daly'16
won three events
on Saturday as
the Stags fell
163.5-123.5 to
Marist.

Quote of the Week

A. Bruce Springsteen.

Q. Who would play you in a movie?
They celebrate every holiday at my house
pretty much. Christmas, Easter, New Year's...To my
parents they're like second children."

A. David Hasselhotf.

- Nuno Rodrigues '13 about his fellow seniors

L SPORTS 3X5
Because they like to
talk ... sports.

JENNIFER

CAuaowv
SPORTS EDITOR

MICHAEL
O'ICEEFFE

Your 2012-2013 3x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Thomas Shea
and Michael O'Keeffe.

With the Jets on a three-game losing streak,
think it's time to start
Tebow?

What sport do you wish Fairfield had that currently isn't
one of our sports?

The Walking Dead is well
into the third season. Who
would you want on your
zombie apocalypse team?

Absolutely! It's on home
turf/court and we've got
the skills to bring another
trophy home. They're going to KILL it. oh we've
made that joke before
well, this is awkward

It's always Tebow Time.
It's either him of Fireman Ed and I don't think
i could listen to a snap
count of J-E-T-S JETS JETS
JETS every play.

Curling. It's basically the
most exhilarating sport to
watch, and imagine the
options for pants. If you
don't know what i'm talking
about, Google it..now....
you're welcome in advance.

Me, Puss in Boots, Spock,
Patrick Star, Darth Vader,
Neville Longbottom, Jesse
Pinkman, Yoshi, and Liam
Neeson. You can decide
how we would do (the right
answer is AWESOME).

I heard Jake Sully and the
girl from Avatar recendy
broke up. There is something about her... oel ngati
kameie.

One trophy down, just one
more to go! They're peaking at the right time also!
They're certainly serving
up a storm... Man, we need
new jokes.

The Broncos were in a
similar situation last year
and who was their savior?
Yes, yes it is... It's Tebow
time.

It would have to be cheese
running. I'm planning on
holding the first annual
run down the library hill
this spring. For more info
go to www.fallingoverchasingcheese.com

Will Smith, Mel Gibson,
Russel Crowe, Bruce Willis,
Daniel Craig and Chris
Brown because they're all
well-practiced in beating up
people.

Look at a picture of Alexa
Vega from her new movie
"Machete Kills." Google it.
Yea, THAT is the same girl
from Spy Kid s. When did
that happen?!? I feel old.

A regular season crown followed by a MAAC Tournament tide? I can DIG it....I
don't feel good about that
one. We're all terrible people
for these jokes.

Justin Bieber and
Selena Gomez apparently broke up recently.
Who's your celebrity
crush?

Volleyball is regular
season MAAC Champs.
Think they've got the
tournament too?

NOOOO NOT JUSTIN AND SELENA!! I
THOUGHT THEY WERE
GOING TO LAST FOREVER! THERE'S NO HOPE
NOW! Oh sorry, what was

1

Replacing someone terrible
with someone who may
only be slightly better, if not
worse. That always works
out (insert presidential joke
here, if that's your thing).

Ping pong. I have a mean
backhand and my serve
is untouchable. Maybe
you've seen the movie
Balls of Fury, it's a true
story.

Chuck Norris should
suffice. Maybe Woody
nhiti
Harrelson with his zombie
killing experience. And
Nick Cage...to use as bait
for the zombies. Because
he's awful.
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Senior Stags: Teammates and "family"
BY JENNIFER CALHOUN
SPORTS EDITOR

An ending overall record of
34-22-9, a conference record of
21-10-3, seven All-MAAC First
Team honors, one All-MAAC
Second Team honor, one regular season MAAC championship
and one MAAC Tournament
Championship.
These are all of the honors
that the five seniors of Fairfield
University's Men's soccer will
graduate with.
Seniors Michael O'Keeffe,
Jonathan Raj, Adam Cowen, Matthew Lamura, and Nuno Rodri
gues ended what was an incredibly successful four years with
the Stags on a series of events
nobody could have foreseen.
After having their last two
MAAC regular season games
cancelled due to Hurricane
Sandy, there was a replacement
game scheduled for last Wednesday against Princeton University
to honor the seniors. However,
the replacement game also got
cancelled, this time from a snowstorm.
The short season left the
Stags unable to redeem themselves and pull themselves out of
a losing season. As it stands, the

2012 season ends with a 7-8-1
and 3-4-0 record for the Stags.
"It wasn't the best way to
go out in the end" said Raj. "We
played below par and we had so
much more in the tank that we
could have gave."
It was a last season that
wasn't representative of the skills
of the Stags and the senior class
in general.
"It was not what we expected specifically ... we played
our hardest, definitely, in every
game. We were definitely in every game..We could have won
some of the ones we lost here
and there," said LaMura.
In their eight losses of the
season, exactly half of them were
by one goal.
However, there were many
positives to be drawn from the
season.
Cowen said, "Everyone was
really close and got on really
well. Everyone turned up every
day ... and gave 100% when they
came to training and play."
O'Keeffe also thought there
were strengths to be seen in the
squad. He said, "We were a lot
deeper off the bench this year
than previous years. We played
a lot more players. And we had a
good core group of leaders."

The leadership of the seniors
that O'Keeffe describes stem
from their chemistry they have
both on and off the field. With
three-fifths of the seniors on the
team hailing from New Zealand
(Raj, O'Keeffe and Cowen), there
was an instant connection between them, and they welcomed
Rodrigues and LaMura into "the
family."
"They celebrate every holiday at my house pretty much.

Christmas, Easter, New Year's ...
To my parents they're like second children. So they're forever
to be my best friends," said Rodrigues.
LaMura echoed Rodrigues'
thoughts: "I guess it's a biased
opinion because I'm part of it,
but since I've been here, we're
probably the closest. We do everything together. Whether it's
going out or getting something
to eat or hanging out, we're al-

jean nine Nocera/7/ie Mirror

Jonathan Raj (top), Matthew LaMura (middle left), Michael O'Keeffe (middle right), Nuno Rodrigues (bottom left) and Adam Cowen (bottom right).

ways together."
The chemistry felt between
the seniors played a vital role in
the success they have had on the
field. It contributed to their undefeated MAAC season in 2011
and their MAAC Tournament win
in the same campaign, although
Rodrigues spent most of the season out with a knee injury.
■ The team will miss the undeniable chemistry of the senior
class when the 2013 season rolls
around, but the current seniors
think the Stags still have the skills
to get the job done.
"There are a lot of good players coming through," said Cowen. "The freshmen were strong
this year. We've got some good
strong players coming through
from juniors to seniors."
LaMura also said, "The remaining players are strong, very
strong. There are always rumblings throughout the year of
what kind of recruits might be
coming in, but there's always a
strong recruiting class. They're
gonna be great."
The future, while bright, still
remains uncertain for the Stags.
But what is certain is that the
seniors have put in a solid four
years in with the team, and they
don't regret a thing.
"No regrets whatsoever. Just
as a person, not just as a soccer
player, but as a person I've grown
so much and I attribute it to this
school," said Raj.
"I don't regret any decisions
about anything to do with coming here, to do with the coach.
We won a MAAC Championship,
I started in most games, enjoyed
everything about it pretty much,"
Rodrigues said.
"I love my experience here
at Fairfield and I have no regrets
whatsoever about anything I've
done here. It's been an absolute
pleasure to be given this opportunity," said O'Keeffe.
While the senior class has
many awards and honors to their
name, what will be missed most
at the beginning of the 2013 season will be the chemistry that
the class of 2013 brought to the
team.
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Stags start strong in home opener
BY THOMAS SHEA
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The Fairfield women's basketball team never trailed in
their home opener on Tuesday
night, leading from start to finish
and defeating Brown University
49-34 at Alumni Hall.
_ The stifling Stags defense
had the Bears in check all night,
as Brown did not score at all until more than three minutes into
the game. That defense helped
Fairfield jump out to an early
22-8 lead at the midway point of
the first half.
The Bears' offense could
not adjust to Fairfield's defense,
and went on another scoreless
drought, this one a five-minute
drought that allowed the Stags to
go into halftime with a sizeable
33-19 lead, following a Brittany
MacFarlane '13 basket with 24'
seconds remaining in the half.
"I thought in the first half we
got off to a great start. I thought
our offensive spacing was good
and I thought we had a lot of balance," said Head Coach Joe Frager. "Defensively, we knew they
had a lot of good three-point
shooters that were a few tough
matchups for us ... They're a
good offensive rebounding team,
that was the other part of it, and I
think we out-rebounded them by
23 boards, so I was happy with
that."

In the second half, the Stags
extended their lead by virtue of a
10-2 run over the first eight minutes. The defense held the Bears
to only six points over the first
14 minutes of the half, allowing
Fairfield to take their largest lead
of the game at 47-25 with just
over four minutes left. Brown
did go on a 9-2 run at the end,
but Fairfield was able to hang on
for the comfortable 15-point victory.
Coach Frager said he was
happy with the team's performance, particularly on defense.
"In order for us to be successful, we have to defend. It's just
the makeup of our team," said
Frager. "We're not going to be
a high, high scoring team, so
we've got to hold teams down ...
It's impossible to play error-free,
but we need to play as close to it
as we possibly can, in order to be
successful."
Junior Katie Cizynski led all
scorers with 14 points, and recorded her third career doubledouble by pairing that with 13
boards. "I thought it was a good
first home game," said Cizynski.
"... We knewwe had a size advantage inside, so [we we're] attacking at it instead of fading away."
"If we run our [plays], it
works. We definitely need to be
a little stronger with the ball and
finish things out, and when we
have a lead, keep building that
lead."
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Sophomore Felicia DaCruz receives a pass for Fairfield against Brown on Tuesday night. Stags won 49-34.
Senior Katelyn Linney was
equally pleased with their play
on both sides. "I think we exploited some of their weak spots
... I think we could finish a little
stronger, we let them bully us a
little, but that's something we
can work on. We're still growing," said Linney. "I think it was
a good first win."
"[Brown] did pressure us a
little bit more in the second half,
and tryied to push us out, so we
couldn't run our offense as well.
We just have to work through
that. Be more poised," said Lin-

ney.
While the outcome is different from the Stags' game against
Florida last Friday afternoon, the
manner in which they played
was similar. On Friday, Fairfield
played good defense for the first
30 minutes of the game, holding
Florida to under 50 points, only
to slip up in the last 10 minutes
and get blown out by a very talented Gators team by the final
score of 71-49.
The large margin of victory allowed some players to
see significant minutes for the

first time this season. Junior college transfer Casey Grace played
eight minutes and scored her
first points in Division I, while
Lizzy Ball '16 saw the court for
the first time this season, playing six minutes total. Freshmen
Kristin Schatzlein and Christa
Scognamiglio both saw playing
time as well.
The Stags next head to Butler for a game this Saturday, before returning home to play St.
Bonventure on Nov. 20 at 7 p.m.
at Alumni Hall.
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Volleyball before a game during the season. Teamwork was critical for the success of the Stags and for their MAAC regular season title.
BY THOMAS SHEA
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

With the Fairfield volleyball
team leading Canisius 24-16 in the
third set, needing just one more
point to claim not only the game,
but also their first MAAC regular
season championship since 2009,
the team gathered in a huddle during a timeout.
For most teams in any sport,
the vibe in the huddle at that time
could be intense, focused, and serious, while all sternly concentrate
on the moment at hand.
Fortunately, the Fairfield volleyball team is not like any other
team.
As they were on the verge of
capturing the number one seed in
the upcoming MAAC Volleyball
Championship, this team showed
close to none of those emotions.
Instead, it was smiles and laughter
from Head Coach Alija Pittenger
on down through the roster. One
senior could be seen giggling and
playing with the hair of one of her
teammates as the huddle was coming to a close.
It could not happen any other
way for this group, who would go
on to win the set and the match on
the very next point, sweeping conference rival Canisius in three sets,
and securing the team's 12th regular season title.
"It's so exciting," said Kara
Reis '13 after the team clinched
the regular season crown. "It's a
great step towards next weekend,
and this feeling is great. Having my
family here has been amazing, and
with all my friends here to cheer
me on, it's the perfect way to end
the regular season."
All of this coming on Senior
Day, where the team and fans
honored Reis, Brianna Dixion,
and Stephanie Cruz for their ef-

forts throughout their four years at
Fairfield during pre- and postgame
ceremonies at Alumni Hall.
"This team is amazing," said
Reis, who finished with 23 digs and
four assists on Sunday. "In four
years, I haven't felt as connected
[to this team] as I had to any of the
other teams. These girls are great.
I feel like at any point and time
we can lean on one another, and
if you're struggling, you can ask
them to help you out. They work
their butts off to cover for you, and
it's probably one of the best attributes of this team, that I love."
The game did not start as one
sided as it ended up, with the two
teams trading the lead eight different times along with 19 ties scores.
It was Canisius who had the advantage late in the set, going for set
point up 24-23. But Fairfield rallied
back scoring three straight points,
all off kills, the final two coming
from the powerful right arm of Dixion, who finished the match with
16 kills along with four digs and
three blocks.
Fairfield took the early lead
in the second set before Canisius
came back to tie the score at six.
The Stags would take control of the
set, scoring 10 of the next 15 points,
earning a 2-0 lead in the match.
The third set was more of the same,
as Fairfield maintained a six point
lead for most of the set, and went
on a small run to polish off the
Golden Griffins for good, avenging
an earlier season loss up in Buffalo,
which was the last time they lost
this year overall.
"I'm just happy they were
so consistent," said Pittenger of
her team's performance over the
weekend. "Today one of the things
that we fixed was coming out in
the third game and being aggressive. Yesterday [Saturday] we had
the energy drop in the third set,

and that has been our M.O. for the
whole year, so it's good to see them
go out and fix that stuff."
"We really wanted to beat Canisius, this year they're our rival,"
said Romansky, who had 31 assists
and 16 digs in Sunday's win. "We
went out there and showed them
that we are serious, and we're
ready for this weekend, and we're
ready for them to come again."
The Stags also defeated Niagara on Saturday in straight sets on
Saturday, in a very similar manner.
The first set was a battle between
the two teams as well with eight
lead changes and 16 tied scores.
Once again, Fairfield was able to
pull away and captured the victory
on a Reis service ace.
The Stags cruised in the second set, and were tested in the
third, with the Purple Eagles within
two points of the Stags towards the
end of the set, but Fairfield held on
for the 25-22mctorviri the set, and
"This weekend we played really well. We knew what we had to do
and we came in knowing we had
to execute ... I thought we played
phenomenal today," said Reis. "I'm
really happy that we won, but at
the same time I don't want to be
overly confident. This year in the
MAAC, with how it has been the
entire season, anyone can win at
any time. It depends on who shows
up to play."
Despite shutting out two very
difficult conference foes who will
both be joining the Stags for the
2012 MAAC Volleyball Championship, no one on the Stags wants
to go into the tournament thinking they have a clear advantage or
edge.
"It's been a rough year. All the
teams that are in the tournament
are good teams, and there's nothing we can take for granted," said

Pittenger. "We're going to have to
work really hard to beat them, and
the team knows that, and I think
they're ready to do that."
"[The wins] definitely give us
confidence, but we can't let that
confidence turn into being cocky,"
said Romansky. "We need to stay
composed, we need to stay our
selves, and play our game... I think
we've gotten better at counting
on each other. When we've gotten
down, and we're struggling, we're
able to stay composed push each
other as a team."
"I'm confident in my team, I

think we've played amazingly this
season, and I'm so hopeful that we
will win next weekend," said Reis.
"But we have to come in with sort
of an underdog mentality rather
than being so overly confident. If
we come in with that underdog
mentality, then most likely we're
going to come in fighting."
The team's quest for their first
NCAA Tournament appearance
since 2001 begins this Saturday at
lp.m. at Alumni Hall, with a rematch against Niagara, who the
Stags swept both times this season.

Contributed Photo

The MAAC Volleyball tournament will be held at Alumni this weekend.

